
Ensure Emergency Care
Access: SB25-130

COLORADANS DEMAND CARE WITHOUT BARRIERS

The Emergency Medical Treatment and Labor Act
(EMTALA) is a nearly 40-year-old federal law that
requires hospitals to provide treatment for
emergency medical complications in order to
save patients’ lives, including emergency
abortion and miscarriage care. EMTALA requires
emergency rooms to provide appropriate care
regardless of a patient’s ability to pay or the type
of care required.

Federal law with life-saving protections
is under attack:

As federal protections continue
to be attacked, it is imperative
that Colorado ensure that
patients are not denied life-
saving emergency care,
including abortion and
miscarriage care.

(CO Sec. of State)

As the potential for attacks from the
federal government and states
hostile to reproductive justice grows,
Coloradans must be able to get the
emergency care they need —
including pregnant people who need
an abortion or miscarriage care. 

The duty to patients under EMTALA is clear, but in
anti-abortion states, patients are being denied
care because providers are working under clear
threats by hostile state governments.

Idaho and Texas, states with some of the most
restrictive abortion bans, have challenged
EMTALA and its protections in an attempt to
exclude pregnant people who need abortions
from emergency care.  

The Supreme Court chose not to provide national
clarity, allowing states with the most restrictive
abortion laws to deny pregnant people abortion
care in life-threatening emergencies

Sponsors:
Senators Julie Gonzales & Mike
Weissman, Representatives Meg
Froelich & Yara Zokaie

We have worked hard to protect our freedom to decide about our bodies and futures. The choice
of Colorado voters to enshrine the legal right to abortion in the state constitution is a reflection of
our collective power as a community and a very clear call to action. We must remain steadfast in
our commitment to protect these essential rights, especially as other states continue to attack
abortion access and the Trump administration marks a reignited threat to the well-being and
rights of all community members



The consequences of the Supreme Court’s decision to send cases back to lower courts have been
deadly, with pregnant people losing their lives because they were denied care:

The consequences of denying emergency care are deadly.

(CO Sec. of State)

CO Polling Institute

Georgia - Doctors waited twenty hours to provide Amber Thurman with life-saving miscarriage
care, who later died during surgery. 

Texas - From 2019 to 2022, the rate of maternal mortality cases in Texas rose by 56%. For 18-year-
old Neveah Crain, it took three emergency room visits and twenty hours before she was finally
admitted to the hospital for pregnancy complications. Neveah had a life-threatening infection
and her organs began to fail. Hours later, Neveah died. 

Indiana - Newly married and living with her husband and young son, Taysha Wilkinson-Sobieski
lost her life from a ruptured fallopian tube and a lack of access to timely reproductive healthcare
for an ectopic pregnancy.

These are only a few of the deaths we know about, that have been reported publicly; and we know
pregnant people of color are at greatest risk:

The maternal mortality rate in America is the highest of any wealthy country in the world,
particularly for Black women. 

Delaying care contributes to future health problems, with compounding impacts for marginalized
communities

Provide certainty for patients and emergency providers in the face of attacks from anti-
abortion states and a tumultuous federal environment 
Require emergency care be provided to all patients in Colorado
Prohibit denial or discrimination of emergency care based on a patient’s ability to pay, type of
care needed, or other characteristics protected under Colorado law
Prohibit emergency departments from transferring or discharging a patient for non-medical
reasons
Ensure stabilizing care is provided, including to preserve future fertility and health
Strengthen compliance by authorizing the attorney general to seek injunctive relief or a civil
penalty against an emergency department  
Strengthen patients’ legal rights by creating a private right of action, allowing them to file a
lawsuit in the case of harm resulting from denial of care

Colorado must remain a leader in care. This bill would create state protections to:
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LEGALITY WITHOUT ACCESS
IS NOT FREEDOM.
Removing barriers to care is good for the
health and well-being of our communities!
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Barriers to health care do the most harm to Black, Latino, and Indigenous communities, people
with low incomes, and people living in rural communities.
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