COLORADANS DEMAND CARE WITHOUT BARRIERS

We have worked hard to protect our freedom to decide about our bodies and futures. The choice
of Colorado voters to enshrine the legal right to abortion in the state constitution is a reflection of

our collective power as a community and a very clear call to action. We must remain steadfast in
our commitment to protect these essential rights, especially as other states continue to attack
abortion access and the Trump administration marks a reignited threat to the well-being and
rights of all community members

Protect Care, Strengthen
the Shield Law: SB25-129
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Colorado’s shield protections must
be strengthened.

In 2023, Protections For Accessing Reproductive Health Care (SB23-188) was signed into law, providing
protections for abortion and gender-affirming care for patients and providers in Colorado.

This law shields patients, providers, and helpers of legally-protected health care from interstate criminal
and civil threats, including: criminal prosecution and imprisonment; extradition; civil lawsuits; court
summons, subpoenas, and arrests; interstate investigations, divulging information, or assistance with
investigations; and professional de-licensing and other discrimination.

Growing attacks on reproductive healthcare and bodily autonomy:

Legally protected health care, such as reproductive and gender-affirming care, continue to be
politically targeted, placing providers and patients at risk. Since the passage of SB23-188, several
states have blocked access to care within their own borders while also going after providers in other
states:

—> A doctor in New York faces legal attack from Texas, one of the most aggressive states toward
reproductive rights, for prescribing abortion medication to a person near Dallas.

—> |daho, Kansas and Missouri have sought to bar telemedicine prescriptions for abortion care,
directly challenging the use of telemedicine in prescribing and mailing medication abortion and
the role of shield laws.

—> 24 states have imposed professional or legal penalties on healthcare practitioners who provide
minors with gender-affirming care, and many also include provisions that target parents,
teachers, counselors and others who support care.

—> States with gender-affirming care bans have attacked mental health professionals in other
states, initiating board complaints and investigations concerning their care of patients who
received gender-affirming care.

Colorado must ensure providers
and patients seeking necessary

care are protected.



This bill would:

e Protect providers by ensuring prescription label privacy, allowing a provider's name to be
excluded from a medication abortion label in order to protect them from investigation or
harassment should their identifying information fall into hostile hands.

e Ensure legal requests do not target legally protected health care by requiring any subpoena
request to include an affirmation that the subpoena either is not related to an
investigation/proceeding seeking to impose liability for a legally protected health care activity,
or if so, that it was brought by the patient themselves.

¢ Prohibit compliance with hostile out-of-state action by
o Expanding existing prohibitions currently only applicable to courts and clerks to all
attorneys licensed in the state;
o Blocking any person or entity located, headquartered, or incorporated in Colorado from
complying with hostile investigation, subpoena or information request; and
o Expanding state requirements to comply with shield law protections to local agencies,
including law enforcement and local public health entities.

e Strengthen enforcement and compliance by allowing the Attorney General’s office to block
hostile behaviors before they occur by seeking injunctive relief, and providing additional legal
protection mechanisms to Coloradans who are targeted for exercising or ensuring access to
reproductive rights.

Any restrictions or attacks on the
ability of people to get the health care
they need are inconsistent with our
Colorado values of individual liberty
and self-determination.
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LEGALITY WITHOUT ACCESS
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